
LIT 375: Studies in British Literature 
Empire 

 

Section 03582 / 3 Credits      Dr. Susan E. Cook  

Fall 2011        s.cook@snhu.edu 

MW 9:30-10:45       Office: Robert Frost 319  

Robert Frost 302       Office Hours: MW 12-2, Th 1-2, 

          and by appointment  

 
Required Texts (all available at the bookstore) 

William Shakespeare, The Tempest (Pelican, 1999) ISBN: 978-0-14-071485-2 

Aphra Behn, Oroonoko (Penguin, 2003) ISBN: 978-0-14-043988-5 

Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (Penguin, 2006) ISBN: 978-0-14-144114-6 

Jean Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea (Norton, 1999) ISBN: 978-0-393-96012-9 

Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (Norton, 2006) ISBN: 978-0-393-92636-1 

E. M. Forster, A Passage to India (Harcourt, 1984) ISBN: 978-0-156-71142-5 

Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things (Random House, 2008) ISBN: 978-0-8129-7965-7 

Readings posted to our Blackboard page 

** I have assigned less than 1,600 pages of reading in this course.  Divided over the 15-

week semester, that breaks down to an average of <107 pages of reading per week.  Look 

ahead on the syllabus—some weeks have a heavier reading load than others.   

 
Course Overview 

This course examines novels, short stories, poetry, drama, and essays produced by British 

writers, spanning at least two literary periods or historical eras (Renaissance, Romantic, 

Postmodern, etc.) or focusing on one theme (violence, race, war, business, law, love and 

marriage, identity). The topic of the course will vary, depending on the instructor. Readings, 

lectures, and films on cultural and historical contexts may supplement the literary material.   

How did the realization that “the sun never sets on the British Empire” influence British 

literature?  By the end of the nineteenth century, Great Britain had amassed the largest empire in 

history, laying claim to an unprecedented portion of the world’s geography.  The rise and fall of 

this empire deeply impacted English and colonial subjects alike.  In this class we will consider 

some of their many literary responses.   

Beginning with the Renaissance, we will explore written responses to Britain’s territorial 

and ideological expansion abroad, with a particular focus on literature of the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries.  Readings will include Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko, 

Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre, Jean Rhys’ Wide Sargasso Sea, Joseph Conrad’s Heart of 

Darkness, E. M. Forster’s A Passage to India, Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things, 

nonfiction essays, and poetry by Alfred, Lord Tennyson, Rudyard Kipling, W. B. Yeats, Eavan 

Boland, Carol Ann Duffy, and Seamus Heaney.  

 

Requirements 
8-10 page Final Paper (30%) 

For this comparative paper, you will research a social debate (list of topics will be 

provided) and analyze the way two texts from this course engage, extend, or challenge 

this debate.  More details to follow.  

 



5-page Midterm Paper (20%) 

Your midterm paper will focus on one of the texts from the first half of the semester.  I 

will distribute paper topics.  No outside research is required.   

Current Connections Presentation (15%) 

Analyze a current event that touches on one of the themes explored in this class, present 

your findings to the class for 5-10 minutes, and turn in a 2-page reflection paper.  The 

connections you make are entirely up to you and I invite you to approach this assignment 

as creatively as you would like.  It is up to YOU to schedule this presentation.  

Final Exam (20%) 

Okay, English majors generally loathe exams—I know I did.  However, the ability to be 

able to recall information and write under time constraints is a useful skill and one you 

will encounter in the future.  The final exam for this class will be comprised of 

identification, short answer, and short essay questions.  There will be a review.   

Take-Home Midterm Quiz (5%) 

The purpose of the midterm quiz is to acquaint you with the final exam format.  The 

midterm will be a take-home exam. 

Class Participation (10%)  

The small size of this course gives us the luxury of adopting a seminar style.  This means 

YOU and your contributions are absolutely essential to the success of the class.  I will 

guide us through the material, but it is up to you to come to class prepared with reading 

completed and with your own original interpretations, comments, and questions based on 

the material.    

 
Course Goals 
At the end of this course, if you apply yourself, you should be able to read British and 

Anglophone literature in relation to the cultural context of empire.  You should be able to 

develop your own interpretations of these texts in relation to this theme, and you should be able 

to communicate your interpretations through written work and oral presentations.   

 

Learner Outcomes 
 Recognize the complex relationship between British and Anglophone literature and its 

historical, social, and cultural contexts (Knowledge of Human Cultures and the Physical 

and Natural World) 

 Construct critical positions and compose essays on British literature related to empire 

based on close reading of primary and secondary sources, and contextual analysis 

(Critical and Creative Thinking, Communication) 

 Use appropriate literary terminology to analyze literary texts 

 Develop your aesthetic appreciation for literature and the role it plays in society 

 

Course Policies 
 
Attendance: You are required to attend every class.  After 3 absences, your final grade will be 

lowered by a third of a letter grade for every additional absence—so if you were getting an A- in 

the class and you had 4 absences, your grade would become a B+.  You cannot pass this class 

with 6 or more absences.   

 

Preparedness: Please show up on time, having read the assignment and ready to discuss your 

thoughts with the rest of the class.   



 

Papers: Papers should be typed using 12pt. Times New Roman font with 1” margins and turned 

in on time.  Late papers will be marked down for each day they are late (including weekends).  

The final paper will not be accepted late.  Papers will be graded for their argument, use of 

supporting evidence, and style.  Please proofread your work—spell and grammar check are not 

enough.  I am more than happy to work with you to help you craft a successful paper.  I cannot 

read and “pre-grade” your entire paper ahead of time, but I will give feedback on introductory 

paragraphs and specific questions you might have—come see me in office hours! 

 

Grade Scale: 

94-100  A  80-83  B-  67-69  D+ 

90-93  A-  77-79  C+  64-66  D 

87-89  B+  74-76  C  60-63  D- 

84-86  B  70-73  C-  < 60  F 

 

Academic Integrity: Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else’s words or ideas and passing 

them off as your own.  This includes help from your parent, tutor, friend, roommate, etc.   

Plagiarism is stealing, it is unacceptable, and consequences include failing the assignment, 

failing the course, and/or suspension or expulsion from the university.  SNHU’s standard 

Academic Honesty Policy is as follows: 

“Southern New Hampshire University requires all students to adhere to high standards of 

integrity in their academic work.  Activities such as plagiarism and cheating are not 

condoned by the university.  Students involved in such activities are subject to serious 

disciplinary action.  Plagiarism is defined as the use, whether by paraphrase or direct 

quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another without full and clear 

acknowledgment.  Cheating includes the giving or receiving of unauthorized assistance 

on quizzes, examinations or written assignments from any source not approved by the 

instructor.”   

Keep the following in mind to avoid possible plagiarism and please ASK ME if you ever have a 

question about this issue: (1) put quotation marks around any direct statement taken from another 

writer and include full citation information, including page numbers; (2) include citation 

information even if you just paraphrase or summarize another piece of writing; (3) cite all 

sources from the web as well as print sources; and (4) never ask or contract someone else to 

write an assignment for you.   

 

Distracting Media: Turn your cell phone OFF before you come into class!  If you need to use a 

computer or a tablet for notes, please have your email/Facebook/etc. turned OFF.  

 

ADA/504 Compliance Statement: Southern New Hampshire University is committed to and 

concerned with meeting the needs of students challenged by physical, sensory, psychiatric and/or 

learning disabilities with regard to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 

of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act. At the beginning of each term, or as soon as you become aware 

of a disability, we encourage you to contact the Office of Disability Services to discuss 

accommodations for which you may be qualified.  For questions concerning support services, 

documentation guidelines, or general disability issues contact Hyla Jaffe, Director of the Office 

of Disability Services in Exeter Hall, Suite 59: 603-668-2211 ext.2386 (h.jaffe@snhu.edu).  For 

questions concerning disability related compliance matters, grievance or legal issues contact Ms. 

Jet Goldberg, ADA/504 Compliance Officer, Director of the Wellness Center: 603-645-9679 

(j.goldberg@snhu.edu).  

mailto:h.jaffe@snhu.edu
mailto:j.goldberg@snhu.edu


Schedule of Readings and Other Assignments 
Readings and assignments are due by the date listed. 

 

Week One—The British Empire 

9/7  Introductions 

   

Week Two—Brave New World 

9/12  Shakespeare, The Tempest (Acts I-II) 

9/14  Shakespeare, The Tempest (Acts III-V) 

 

Week Three—Abolition and Independence   

9/19 Behn, Oroonoko (all); Hannah More (http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english 

/nael/18century/topic_2/newton.htm/more.htm) 

9/21 Declaration of Independence (http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/ 

declaration_transcript.html,) 

 

Week Four—Victorian Domestic Adventures  

9/26  Brontë, Jane Eyre (Chapters I-IX)  

9/28  Brontë, Jane Eyre (Chapters X-XV) 

 

Week Five—The Madwoman in the Attic 

10/3  Brontë, Jane Eyre (Chapters XVI-XX) 

10/5   Brontë, Jane Eyre (Chapters XXI-XXVI); poetry by Tennyson (Blackboard) 

 

Week Six—Empire at Home 

10/10   NO CLASS—COLUMBUS DAY 

10/12  Brontë, Jane Eyre (Chapters XXVII-XXXII) 

   

Week Seven—What Happened to Bertha? 

10/17  In-class screening: Jane Eyre 

Brontë, Jane Eyre (Chapters XXXIII-Conclusion)  

10/19  Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea (Part One) 

    

Week Eight—“Our Colonies” 

10/24  Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea (Parts Two and Three) 

10/26  Poetry by Yeats, Boland, Duffy, and Heaney (Blackboard) 

Midterm Paper Due 

 

Week Nine—Heart of Darkness  
10/31 Conrad, Heart of Darkness (through page 38); Gladstone, “Our Colonies”; 

Stanley, from Through the Dark Continent (Blackboard) 

11/2  Conrad, Heart of Darkness (finish); Achebe, “An Image of Africa” (Blackboard) 

Take-Home Midterm Quiz Due 

 

Week Ten—At Home in the Empire  

11/7  Forster, A Passage to India (Chapters I-VII); Kipling, “The White Man’s  

Burden” (Blackboard) 

11/9  Forster, A Passage to India (Chapters VIII-XI) 

http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english%20/nael/18century/topic_2/newton.htm
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english%20/nael/18century/topic_2/newton.htm
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/


 

Week Eleven—Tourism and Its Discontents  

11/14  Forster, A Passage to India (Chapters XII-XXII) 

11/16  Forster, A Passage to India (Chapters XXIII-XXXII) 

 

Week Twelve—“No, not yet” 

11/21  Forster, A Passage to India (Part III) 

11/23  NO CLASS—THANKSGIVING  

 

Week Thirteen—Decline and Fall 

11/28  In-class film screening 

11/30  Roy, The God of Small Things (Chapters 1-2) 

 

Week Fourteen—History House 

12/5  Roy, The God of Small Things (Chapters 3-7) 

12/7  Roy, The God of Small Things (Chapter 8-12) 

  *Attend screening of The Tempest at 6p.m. in Walker Auditorium for extra credit 

 

Week Fifteen—Conclusions 
12/12  Roy, The God of Small Things (Chapters 13-end)  

12/14  Review 

  Final Paper Due  

 

12/21  Final Exam at 3:30 p.m.  


