
LIT 451/651:  Seminar in Brit ish Literature 
The Gothic! 

 
Section 09573        Dr. Susan E. Cook 
Fall 2012        s.cook@snhu.edu / x. 2317  
T 5:30-8:00        Office: Robert Frost 216  
Robert Frost 229       Office Hours: MTh 1-3, T 2-3, 
          and by appointment  
Course Description 

From the Catalog: “This course uses a thematic approach to explore works of British 
writers. The specific selections and authors vary each term according to the theme. This is an 
upper-level course involving close reading, analysis and writing in seminar format. Not available 
every semester.” 

Horror!  Terror!  Angsty gnashing of teeth!  This section of the Seminar in British 
Literature will center on the Gothic and what have now become its science fiction and horror 
spin-offs. Focusing on writings from the late eighteenth century to the present, we will ask what 
makes each identifiably “Gothic.”  Why did this theme originate in the mid-eighteenth century, 
and what forms do we find it in today?  What can the Gothic tell us about the study of literature 
as well as the world in which that literature is situated?  Readings will include Horace Walpole’s 
The Castle of Otranto, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Oscar Wilde’s The 
Picture of Dorian Gray, Alex Garland’s 28 Days Later, Clive Barker’s short fiction, and more.       
 
Required Texts    

Poetry, short fiction, and nonfiction prose posted on Blackboard 
Horace Walpole, The Castle of Otranto (Broadview Press, ISBN: 9781551113043) 
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Houghton-Mifflin, ISBN: 9780618084890) 
Bram Stoker, Dracula (Norton Critical, ISBN: 9780393970128) 
Henry James, The Turn of the Screw (Penguin, ISBN: 9780141441351) 
Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray (Broadview Press, ISBN: 9781551111261) 

 
 Course Learning Goals 

In this course, students will learn to: 
• Evaluate various interpretations of literary texts and develop their own interpretations in 

the context of other critical interpretations (Critical and Creative Thinking); 
• Develop their expertise in a literary subject and explain established connections between 

literature and social and cultural history (Knowledge of Human Cultures and the Physical 
and Natural World); 

• Articulate several theoretical approaches to literature and apply both theory and form to 
primary texts for purposes of an informed interpretation;  

• Compose an essay of significant depth that involves researching a variety of literary 
sources, evaluating sources, and integrating pertinent research into a scholarly paper with 
an extended, cohesive literary argument (Communication); 

• Analyze the role they play— as writers and readers of literature— in the production and 
consumption of culture. 
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 General Education Assessment  
This course is part of the General Education Program at SNHU.  Three of the Course Learning 
Goals correspond to General Education Learning Goals: Knowledge of Human Cultures and the 
Physical and Natural World, Critical and Creative Thinking, and Communication.  Your Final 
Research Paper will be the critical task used to assess these General Education Learning Goals.  
Chalk and Wire is required for this assessment.  Instructions and additional details will be 
discussed in class. 
 
Assignment Breakdown 
  Participation, Posts, and Meetings     15% 
  3 “Quests” (best two grades receive 10%)    25% 

Participation in and Review of Oct. 25 and Dec. 13 Readings 20% 
  Wiki Project        15%   
  12-15-page Final Research Paper     25% 
 

 Requirements 
Participation, Posts, and Meetings 
Come to class with ideas, questions, or passages you would like to examine in greater detail.  
The smaller size of this class gives us the luxury of having dynamic class discussions, and it is 
part of your responsibility in this class to participate in those discussions.  Because our class is a 
community that relies on everyone’s participation and attendance for its success, your verbal 
participation is required.   
 
Another important part of your participation grade is your involvement online discussion board 
forums through our collaborative WordPress site (http://gothiccollaborations.wordpress.com/) 
and through Blackboard.  These thoughtful, carefully articulated and polished responses should 
be 1-3 *substantial* paragraphs in length.  You should also reply to at least 3 other responses.  
This forum can be an excellent resource for developing midterm paper and final project topics.   
 
I would like to meet with everyone individually at some point during the semester.  This 10-
minute meeting can take place during my office hours, or we can schedule an alternative time to 
meet.  
  
“Quests” 
In place of more formal exams, you will have three substantial quizzes, or “quests,” over the 
course of the semester.  The quests will be like mini-exams, and will cover the readings, lectures, 
and discussions.  Your two highest scores will be worth 10% of your grade; the lowest score will 
be worth 5% of your grade.   
  
Reading Project 
We often experience reading as a solitary act, but reading can also be communal.  You will 
explore this communal side to reading by attending and participating in two readings this 
semester: a reading of Robert Browning’s dark dramatic monologues on Oct. 25th, and a reading 
of Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol on Dec. 13th.  You will write a 2-page review of each event.     
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Wiki Project 
The Gothic has always been a multimedia genre that demands the audience’s active emotional 
participation.  In this class, you will study the Gothic’s multimedia and participatory qualities 
firsthand, by developing a collaborative class wiki.  More details will follow shortly!   
 
Final Paper 
The final paper will be a research paper of 12-15 pages, per the General Education Assessment 
Guidelines.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 
Graduate Course Requirements  
In addition to the assignments outlined above, graduate students will replace the final paper with 
a longer, graduate-level paper of 15-20 pages (due December 7th), and create an additional 5-
page lesson plan project.  Graduate students will also be responsible for presenting a mini-lecture 
(15 minutes) and leading the subsequent class discussion (30 minutes). 
 
Additional LIT 651 Learner Outcomes 

• Evaluate and synthesize various theoretical arguments and incorporate these arguments 
into an original interpretation of a literary text(s); 

• Demonstrate expertise in a literary subject and articulate new potential connections 
between language/literature and social and cultural history; 

• Articulate several theoretical approaches to literature and apply both theory and form to 
primary texts for purposes of an informed, original interpretation that contributes to the 
field of study; 

• Compose an essay of significant depth that involves researching a variety of literary 
sources, evaluating sources, and integrating pertinent research into a scholarly paper with 
an extended, cohesive and original literary argument that contributes to the field of study; 

• Produce scholarship that adds to others’ aesthetic appreciation for literature and 
articulates the critical role it plays in culture and society. 
 

Course Policies 
Attendance: You are required to attend every class, but things happen: people get sick, 
emergencies happen, etc.  To cover these events, you get 2 “free” absences.  This class only 
meets once per week, so after 2 absences, your final grade will be lowered by a full letter grade 
for every additional absence—so if you were earning an A- but you had 3 absences, your final 
grade would be adjusted to a B-.  You don’t need to tell me why you’re going to be gone, unless 
the circumstances are truly extenuating.  The first 2 “free” absences should cover most illnesses 
and minor emergencies that arise throughout the semester.   
 
Preparedness and Classroom Behavior:  

• Please show up on time, having read the assignment and ready to discuss your thoughts 
with the rest of the class.   

• Please bring all textbooks and a notebook to each class.   
• Please do not use your laptop, your cell phone, or any other electronic device.   
• Please do not leave in the middle of class—go to the restroom, grab a drink of water, 

make your phone calls, etc. between classes.   
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• Please know that I can read your body language.   
• Please do not pack up to go before I dismiss the class.  This is distracting for me and 

everyone else.  I will end class promptly—I promise!    
 
Papers: Papers should be typed according to MLA formatting guidelines: double-spaced 12pt. 
Times New Roman font with 1” margins on each side.  Late papers will be marked down 1/3 of a 
letter grade for each day they are late (including weekends).  The final paper will not be accepted 
late.  Papers will be graded for their argument, use of supporting evidence, and style.  Please 
proofread your work—spell and grammar check are not enough.  I am more than happy to work 
with you to help you craft a successful paper.  I cannot read and “pre-grade” your entire paper 
ahead of time, but I will give feedback on introductory paragraphs and specific questions you 
might have—come see me in office hours!   
 
Grade Scale: 

93-100  A  80-82  B-  67-69  D+ 
90-92  A-  77-79  C+  60-66  D 
87-89  B+  73-76  C 0-59  F 
83-86  B  70-72  C-  

 
University Syllabi Statements 
https://my.snhu.edu/Academics/Pages/SyllabiStatements.aspx 
 

Schedule of Readings and Other Assignments 
Everything is due by the date listed.  Bring all readings to class.   

 
September 11   Introductions  
 
September 18    Eighteenth-Century Gothic 

Read: The Castle of Otranto; Lovecraft (Blackboard) 
    Blackboard Response: Continue the first class introductions by  

telling everyone a bit about yourself.  Where are you from?  What is 
your major?  What is the last book you read? 

    WordPress Response: Go to the collaborative St. Anselm/SNHU  
site, http://gothiccollaborations.wordpress.com/, and post a 
substantial reply to the Castle of Otranto discussion thread. Reply to 
other posts. 

 
September 25   Gothic Mockeries and Romantic Modifications 

Read: Austen, Burke, Coleridge, Keats, Byron (Blackboard) 
WordPress Response: TBD 
 

October 2   Gothic Bodies 
Read: Frankenstein 

   Blackboard Response: TBD 
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October 9   QUEST #1 
Mid-Victorian Gothic 
Read: Poe, Browning, Rossetti, and Dickens (Blackboard) 
Blackboard Response: TBD 

 
October 16   Degeneration 

Read: Stevenson, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (Blackboard) 
WordPress Response: TBD 

 
October 23   The Vampire 

Read: Dracula 
Blackboard Response: TBD 

***October 25, 7p.m., Walker Auditorium—Gothic Poetry Reading 
   

October 30    The Vampire, Continued  
Read: Dracula 

    Blackboard Response: TBD 
***October 31, 7p.m., Walker Auditorium—Rocky Horror Picture Show Screening 
 
November 6   QUEST #2 
  Dracula (cont.)  
 
November 13   Creepy Kids 
    Read: The Turn of the Screw 
    Blackboard Response: TBD  
 
November 20   Gothic Goes Mainstream 

Read: The Picture of Dorian Gray 
WordPress Response: TBD 

 
November 27   Hot Topics in Contemporary Gothic 
    Read: Selections from 28 Days Later 
    Blackboard Response: TBD 
 
December 4   QUEST #3 

In-Class Wiki Work 
 
December 11   Wiki and Research Paper Presentations 
***December 13, 7p.m., Dining Center Banquet Hall—A Christmas Carol Reading 
 

FINAL PAPER DUE 6 P.M. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18!!! 


