
LIT 305: Popular Fiction 
 

Section 10566        Dr. Susan E. Cook  

Spring 2012        s.cook@snhu.edu 

TF 2-3:15        Office: Robert Frost 319  

Robert Frost 231       Office Hours: Th 1-3:30, F 9:30-12, 

          and by appointment 

 
Course Description 

From the Course Catalog: “This course will analyze today's popular fiction in America. 

What makes a book a ‘best seller’? What makes ‘literature’ sell (in the millions of copies)? 

Writers who strike it rich generally write books that are fast-faced and easy to read, follow a set 

of conventions that readers recognize, and touch a nerve within their society. This course will 

introduce students to a variety of literary sub-genres (such as true crime, memoir, road novel, 

detective fiction, western, and mystery) and to the media culture that hypes and sells these 

books.” 

 In this section of Popular Fiction we will explore literary popularity past and present, 

pairing bestselling authors and texts from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries with 

contemporary bestsellers.  We will analyze books paired by genre: the dystopian Fahrenheit 451 

with today’s The Hunger Games, the groundbreaking science fiction novel War of the Worlds 

with the recent World War Z, and the “first” English detective novel The Moonstone with the 

modern-day mystery The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo.  How have these genres evolved over 

time?  What makes a novel “bestselling,” and how has this changed?  What, if anything, remains 

the same—persistent concerns we are still trying to work through in writing? 

 

Required Texts 

Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 

Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games 

H. G. Wells, The War of the Worlds 

Max Brooks, World War Z 

Wilkie Collins, The Moonstone 

Stieg Larsson, The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo 

Occasional readings on Blackboard 

 

Assignment Breakdown 
Participation and Meeting (10%) 

Oral Presentation and 2-Pg. Presentation Paper (10%) 

Reading Quizzes (10%) 

4-5 pg. Midterm Close Reading Paper (20%) 

7-8 pg. Final Critical Analysis Paper (30%) 

Final Exam (20%) 
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Requirements 
Participation and Individual Meeting  

While I will give lectures throughout the semester, this is a discussion-based class and its success 

relies to a large degree on your active engagement with the material and our discussions.  Come 

to our meetings with ideas, questions, or passages you would like to examine in greater detail.  If 

you are particularly shy and don’t want to be called on, let me know.  I would like to meet with 

everyone individually before spring break.  This 10-minute meeting can take place during my 

office hours, or we can schedule an alternative time to meet.   

    

Oral Presentation and 2-Pg. Presentation Paper  

During the first week of the semester, everyone will sign up for a presentation day.  For your 

presentation, you will conduct original research on the historical context of the text assigned that 

day.  Your presentation should last for 10-15 minutes, and may include discussion questions for 

the class.  You will also write up your observations in a 2-page paper.   

 

Reading Quizzes 

Each week I will give you a brief reading quiz.  Keep up on your reading and come to class!  The 

reading quizzes cannot be made up.  Everyone’s two lowest quiz scores will be dropped. 

 

Midterm Close Reading Paper 

Details will soon follow about this 4-5-page assignment. 

 

Final Critical Analysis Paper 

Your final paper will be a comparative paper, analyzing one pair of texts assigned this semester.  

You will complete research for this paper.  Detail will follow. 

 

Final Exam 
The final exam will be cumulative and in three parts: short answer, identification, and short 

essay.  The reading quizzes will be excellent practice for the short answer questions.  We will 

review for the final exam on the last day of class.  

 

Learner Outcomes 
 Demonstrate a general knowledge of popular fiction and genre 

 Examine important and timely issues of both personal and intellectual consequence 

through reading, writing, and discussion 

 Apply literary and cultural analysis and interpretation to popular and contemporary 

fiction 

 Use effective oral and written communication 

 

Course Policies 
Attendance: You are required to attend every class.  After 3 absences, your final grade will be 

lowered by 2 percentage points for every additional absence—so if you were getting a 90% (A-) 

in the class and you had 4 absences, your grade would become an 88% (B+).  You don’t need to 

tell me why you’re going to be gone, unless the circumstances are truly extenuating.  The first 3 

“free” absences should cover most illnesses and minor emergencies that arise throughout the 

semester.   

 

 



Preparedness and Classroom Behavior:  

 Please show up on time, having read the assignment and ready to discuss your thoughts 

with the rest of the class.   

 Please do not sleep or project your boredom through your body language (body language 

is easier to read than you might think).   

 Please turn your cell phone OFF before you come to class.   

 Please do not use your laptop unless asked.  If I see that you are on Facebook, etc., you 

will be asked to leave and laptops will no longer be allowed in class.   

 Please do not leave in the middle of class—go to the restroom, grab a drink of water, 

make your phone calls, etc. between classes.   

 Please do not pack up to go before I dismiss the class.  This is distracting for me and 

everyone else.  I will end class promptly—I promise!    

 

Papers: Papers should be typed according to MLA formatting guidelines: double-spaced 12pt. 

Times New Roman font with 1” margins on each side.  Late papers will be marked down 1/3 of a 

letter grade for each day they are late (including weekends).  The final paper will not be accepted 

late.  Papers will be graded for their argument, use of supporting evidence, and style.  Please 

proofread your work—spell and grammar check are not enough.  I am more than happy to work 

with you to help you craft a successful paper.  I cannot read and “pre-grade” your entire paper 

ahead of time, but I will give feedback on introductory paragraphs and specific questions you 

might have—come see me in office hours!   

 

Grade Scale: 

94-100  A  80-83  B-  67-69  D+ 

90-93  A-  77-79  C+  64-66  D 

87-89  B+  74-76  C  60-63  D- 

84-86  B  70-73  C-  < 60  F 

 

University Syllabi Statements 
For all SNHU syllabi statements, please see: 

https://my.snhu.edu/Academics/Pages/SyllabiStatements.aspx 

 

Disability Services 

ADA/504 Compliance Statement: Southern New Hampshire University is committed to and 

concerned with meeting the needs of students challenged by physical, sensory, psychiatric and/or 

learning disabilities with regard to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as amended, and 

Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act. At the beginning of each term, or as soon as you 

become aware of a disability, we encourage you to contact the Office of Disability Services to 

discuss accommodations for which you may be qualified.  For questions concerning support 

services, documentation guidelines, or general disability issues: Office of Disability Services, 

Exeter Hall, Suite 59, Hyla Jaffe, Director, 603.626.9100 ext.2386, h.jaffe@snhu.edu.  For 

questions concerning disability related compliance matters, grievance or legal issues: Ms. Jet 

Goldberg, ADA/504 Compliance Officer, Director of Wellness Center, 603-645-9679, 

j.goldberg@snhu.edu. 

 

Library Resources Statement 

In addition to the intellectual resources available on site and online 

(http://www.snhu.edu/library), Shapiro Library makes available group and one-on-one 
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instruction in information literacy, enabling students to define and articulate what knowledge-

based resources are relevant to their research interests. Library staff are available to assist 

students in effectively and efficiently accessing information from credible sources, to compare 

new knowledge with prior beliefs, and to consider the related ethical, legal, and socio-economic 

issues that are inherent in scholarly investigation. 

 

Academic Honesty Policy 

Southern New Hampshire University requires all students to adhere to high standards of integrity 

in their academic work. Activities such as plagiarism and cheating are not condoned by the 

university. Students involved in such activities are subject to serious disciplinary action. 

Plagiarism is defined as the use, whether by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or 

unpublished work of another without full and clear acknowledgment. Cheating includes the 

giving or receiving of unauthorized assistance on quizzes, examinations or written assignments 

from any source not approved by the instructor. For a full definition of academic dishonesty 

please refer to the undergraduate or graduate catalogs.  First incidence of plagiarism/cheating: 

zero on the assignment.  Second incidence of plagiarism/cheating: failure in the course and 

SNHU disciplinary action. 

 

Blackboard™ 

The use of Blackboard™ is required in this course.  Blackboard™ is the free software that the 

university uses to enhance learning.  It is available through any web browser (Netscape, Internet 

Explorer).  Instruction in how we will use Blackboard™ will be covered in class. 

 

 

Schedule of Readings and Other Assignments 
Readings and assignments are due by the date listed. 

 

Week One—Introductions and Dystopia (Then) 

1/17  Introductions 

1/20  Fahrenheit 451 (Part One) 

   

Week Two—Dystopia (Then) 

1/24  Fahrenheit 451 (Parts Two-end) 

1/27  NO CLASS 

 

Week Three—Dystopia (Now)   

1/31 The Hunger Games (Chapters 1-7) 

2/3 The Hunger Games (Chapters 8-14) 

 

Week Four—Dystopia (Now) 

2/7  The Hunger Games (Chapters 15-20) 

2/10  The Hunger Games (Chapters 21-end) 

 

Week Five—Sci-Fi (Then) 

2/14  The War of the Worlds (Book I) 

2/17  The War of the Worlds (Book II) 

 



Week Six— Sci-Fi or Horror/Apocalypse? (Now) 

2/21  World War Z (Introduction—Blame)  

2/24  World War Z (The Great Panic—Home Front USA) 

   

Week Seven—Apocalypse Continued 

2/28  World War Z  (Around the World, and Above)  

3/2  World War Z (Total War—Good-Byes)  

  Midterm Paper Due  

    

Week Eight—SPRING BREAK 

 

Week Nine—Birth of the Detective 
3/13  The Moonstone (Preface—First Period, Chapter X) 

3/16  The Moonstone (First Period, Chapter XI—Chapter XXIII) 

 

Week Ten—More Detection 

3/20  The Moonstone (Second Period, First Narrative) 

3/23  The Moonstone (Second Period, Second and Third Narratives) 

 

Week Eleven—Still Detecting 

3/27  The Moonstone (Second Period, Fourth Narrative—end) 

3/30  Sherlock Holmes short story (Blackboard) 

 

Week Twelve—21
st
 C. Detection… 

4/3  The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Prologue—Chapter 4) 

4/6  The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Chapter 5—Chapter 10)  

 

Week Thirteen—…More Modern Detection… 

4/10  The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Chapter 11—Chapter 15) 

4/13  The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Chapter 16—Chapter 21) 

 

Week Fourteen—…And Still More Detection 

4/17  The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Chapter 22—Chapter 25) 

4/20  The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Chapter 26-end) 

 

Week Fifteen—Conclusions 
4/24  Film Screening TBA 

4/27  Review 

  Final Paper Due  

 

Final Exam date and time TBA 


