
LIT	  335:	  Major	  Author	  Studies	  
Charles	  Dickens	  

	  
Section 05575        Dr. Susan E. Cook 
Fall 2012       s.cook@snhu.edu / x. 2317   
MTh 11-12:15       Office: Robert Frost 216  
Robert Frost 302      Office Hours: MTh 1-3, T 2-3, 
         and by appointment           
Course	  Description	  

From the Catalog: “In this course, students will delve deeply into the literary 
works of a single or closely linked group of major authors. While the authors studied may 
vary, the focus will be on writers who have had a significant impact on American, 
British, European, and global literary culture throughout history. Examples of major 
authors might include: Jane Austen, Henry David Thoreau, F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest 
Hemingway, Virginia Woolf, Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, 
and Toni Morrison.” 

This semester we will focus on the “inimitable” Charles Dickens, that British 
writer whose creativity, transhistorical popularity, and cultural impact ranks second only 
to that of Shakespeare.  We will read major novels and shorter works by Dickens 
spanning his early, middle, and late phases as a writer.  By the end of this class, you 
should be able to answer questions such as “What is Dickensian about Dickens’s 
writing?,” “How what role does Victorian culture play in Dickens’s work?,” and “Does 
Oliver Twist ever get more?”  
 
Required	  Texts	  
• Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens (Penguin, ISBN: 9780141439747)  
• Bleak House, Charles Dickens (Penguin, ISBN: 9780141439723)   
• Great Expectations, Charles Dickens (Penguin, ISBN: 9780141439563)  
• A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens (Modern Library, ISBN: 9780375758881) 
• Readings on Blackboard 
	  
Required	  Course	  Work	  
• Participation         10% 
• “Quests” (substantial quizzes) on lectures and reading (3)   20%  
• The Reading Project         30% 
• Midterm Close Reading Essay (4-5 pages)     15% 
• Final Research Essay (7-8 pages)       25% 
	  
General	  Education	  Assessment	  
This course is part of the General Education Program at SNHU.  Three of the Course 
Learning Goals (below) correspond to General Education Learning Goals: Knowledge of 
Human Cultures and the Physical and Natural World, Critical and Creative Thinking, and 
Communication.  Your Final Research Essay will be the critical task used to assess these 
General Education Learning Goals.  Chalk and Wire is required for this assessment.  
Additional details will be discussed in class. 



Course	  Learning	  Goals:	  	  
In this course, you will learn to:  

• Recognize the complex relationship between the literature of Charles Dickens and 
history, society and cultural categories of race, class, and gender (Knowledge of 
Human Cultures and the Physical and Natural World); 

• Construct critical positions on the writings of Charles Dickens based on close 
readings of primary sources, secondary sources, and contextual analysis (Critical 
and Creative Thinking); 

• Compose a well-developed essay that incorporates secondary sources into a close 
reading of one or more literary texts (Communication).  

• Develop your aesthetic appreciation for Charles Dickens and understanding of the 
critical role he has played in history, society, and culture.  

 
Requirements	  
Participation  
Come to class with ideas, questions, or passages you would like to examine in greater 
detail.  Our class is a community that relies on everyone’s participation and attendance 
for its success, and your verbal participation is required.   
  
“Quests” 
In place of more formal exams, you will have three substantial quizzes, or “quests,” over 
the course of the semester.  The quests will be like mini-exams, and will cover the 
readings, lectures, and discussions.  Quest #1 and #2 are worth 5% of your grade; Quest 
#3 is the Final Exam and is worth 10% of your grade.  The final quest will be held during 
our class final exam timeslot.  
  
The Reading Project 
We often experience reading as a solitary act, but as Charles Dickens knew well, reading 
can also be communal.  In this class we will explore the communal side to reading in 
various ways: by attending, participating in, and reflecting on the oral presentation of 
literary works.  You are expected to participate in three extracurricular reading events this 
semester: a reading at a local nursing home, a Gothic poetry reading in Walker 
Auditorium (at 7p.m. on Thursday, October 25th), and a reading of Charles Dickens’s A 
Christmas Carol in the Dining Center (at 7p.m. on Thursday, December 13th).  You will 
write a reflective review of each event, and you will incorporate your review into a 
collaborative class blog.  The purpose of the blog will be to collectively reflect on the 
experience of reading literary works out loud: how does the experience of reading 
literature out loud differ from that of reading it silently? what is the benefit of reading 
something out loud? what is the experience of hearing something read? how do different 
readings, speakers, and/or audiences change your interpretation of a piece of writing? 
what does it mean to be in a reading community?  In addition to these required events, I 
have scheduled an optional field trip to Lowell, MA on Saturday, October 13th.  Dickens 
visited Lowell during his first visit to the U.S. in 1842, and to commemorate the 
bicentenary of Dickens’s birth, Lowell is hosting events throughout the fall.  On the 13th, 
we will visit a museum exhibition about Dickens’s U.S. visit, and attend a “Dickens 
Aloud” performance.  This trip is FREE.    



Essays 
The Midterm Essay will be a close-reading essay of 4-5 pages.  “Close-reading” means 
your thesis and all of your supporting evidence should derive from the text itself; this is 
not a research paper.  On the other hand, the Final Essay is a research essay of 7-8 pages.  
The Midterm and Final essays should be typed according to MLA formatting guidelines: 
double-spaced 12pt. Times New Roman font with 1” margins on each side.  Late essays 
will be marked down 1/3 of a letter grade for each day they are late (including 
weekends).  The final essay will not be accepted late.  Essay will be graded for their 
argument, use of supporting evidence, and style.  Please proofread your work—spell and 
grammar check are not enough.  I am more than happy to work with you to help you craft 
a successful essay.  I cannot read and “pre-grade” your entire paper ahead of time, but I 
will give feedback on introductory paragraphs and specific questions you might have—
come see me in office hours!  Additional details about both assignments will be discussed 
in class.   
	  
Course	  Policies 
Attendance: You are required to attend every class, but things happen: people get sick, 
emergencies come up, etc.  You therefore get 3 “free” absences.  After 3 absences, your 
final grade will be lowered by 2 percentage points for every additional absence—so if 
you were getting a 90% (an A-) in the class and you had 4 absences, your grade would 
become an 88 (a B+).  You don’t need to tell me why you’re going to be gone, unless the 
circumstances are truly extenuating.  The first 3 “free” absences should cover most 
illnesses and minor emergencies that arise throughout the semester.   
 
Preparedness and Classroom Behavior:  

• Please show up on time, having read the assignment and ready to discuss your 
thoughts with the rest of the class.   

• Please bring all textbooks and a notebook to each class. 
• Please turn your cell phone OFF before you come to class.   
• Please do not use your laptop or any other electronic device unless asked.   
• Please do not leave in the middle of class—go to the restroom, grab a drink of 

water, make your phone calls, etc. between classes.   
• Please know that I can read your body language. 
• Please do not pack up to go before I dismiss the class.  This is distracting for me 

and everyone else.  I will end class promptly—I promise!    
 
Grade	  Scale	  

93-100  A  80-82  B-  67-69  D+ 
90-92  A-  77-79  C+  60-66  D 
87-89  B+  73-76  C 0-59  F 
83-86  B  70-72  C-  

 
SNHU	  Policy	  Statements:	  
https://my.snhu.edu/Academics/Pages/SyllabiStatements.aspx 
 



Schedule	  of	  Readings	  and	  Other	  Assignments	  
 
Week One—Introduction to Dickens and Victorian England 
9/6  Introductions 
 
Week Two—The Birth of Boz  
9/10  “Stage Frights”; Selections from Sketches by Boz (Blackboard) 
9/13  Oliver Twist, Book the First, Chapters 1-11 
 
Week Three—“I Want Some More!”: Dickens and Social Protest 
9/17  Oliver Twist, Book the First, Chapters 12-22 
9/20  Oliver Twist, Book the Second, Chapters 1-7 
 
Week Four—The Country and the City 
9/24  Oliver Twist, Book the Second, Chapters 8-14 
9/27  Oliver Twist, Book the Third, Chapters 1-6 
 
Week Five—Sensation Fiction 
10/1  Oliver Twist, Book the Third, Chapters 7-15 
10/4  Selections from American Notes (Blackboard) 
  QUEST #1 
 
Week Six—Narrating Place 
10/8—NO CLASS 
10/11  Bleak House I, II (Chapters 1-7) 
  MIDTERM PAPER DUE IN CLASS! 
***October 13, 12-6 p.m., Trip to Lowell!  FUN AND FREE!!! 
 
Week Seven—Characters and Caricatures 
10/15  BH III, IV (Chapters 8-13) 
10/18  BH V, VI (Chapters 14-19) 
 
Week Eight—Seeing Double   
10/22  BH VII, VIII (Chapters 20-25); “The Signal-Man” (Blackboard) 
10/25  BH IX, X (Chapters 26-32) 
***October 25, 7p.m., Walker Auditorium—Gothic Poetry Reading 
 
Week Nine—Dickens and the Visual Arts  
10/29  BH XI, XII (Chapters 33-38) 

(October 31, 7p.m., Walker Auditorium—Rocky Horror Picture Show) 
11/1  BH XIII, XIV (Chapters 39-46) 
 
Week Ten—Trial  
11/5  BH XV, XVI (Chapters 47-53) 
11/8  BH XVII, XVIII (Chapters 54-59) 
 



Week Eleven—Judgment  
11/12  BH XIX, XX (Chapters 60-67) 
11/15  A Christmas Carol (entire story) 
  QUEST #2 
 
Week Twelve—Breathe! 
11/19  Film watching, reading practicing, and general amusement 
11/22—NO CLASS—but you must read over the break!!! 
 
Week Thirteen—Gothic Novel? 
11/26  Great Expectations, Volume I, Chapters 1-9 
11/29  Great Expectations, Volume I, Chapters 10-19 
 
Week Fourteen—Bildungsroman? 
12/3  Great Expectations, Volume II, Chapters 1-10 (20-29) 
12/6  Great Expectations, Volume II, Chapters 11-20 (30-39) 
***This week (tentatively 12/2 and 12/5) we will read to nursing home residents! 
 
Week Fifteen—“partings welded together” 
12/10  Great Expectations, Volume III, Chapters 1-10 (40-49) 
12/13  Great Expectations, Volume III, Chapters 11-20 (50-59) 
  FINAL PAPER DUE 
***December 13, 7p.m., Dining Center Banquet Hall—A Christmas Carol Reading 
 
Final Exam Week 
12/18  QUEST #3, 1-3 P.M. 


